News from Reception
October 2020

Wow, what a first half term! It has been lovely to welcome all of the
children and get them started in Reception. It’s hard to believe they
have only been in Reception for half a term as they are all settling in
really well and we are all so proud of them.
The first few weeks in Reception have been packed full of fun, smiles and
exploring the new environment. Some things may be slightly different at the
moment but the team spirit in Reception has remained the same! Both Mrs Wright
and I know that this will continue next half term!

The children have enjoyed discovering all the
new areas of their classroom. It has been great
to watch them see the similarities and
differences between the Nursery environment.
They have especially loved the construction
area, small world and as you will know from the
masterpieces coming home, the studio too. They
have settled really well into daily routines and
have made good
relationships with both staff
and other children.

At Sedgefield Hardwick, we teach
Phonics through ‘Read,Write Inc.’ This
is a structured approach that teaches
phonics in a systematic way. We have
enjoyed playing lots of ‘Fred games’ to
help us practise our oral blending skills!
This term in Phonics we have been
focusing on learning/practising our Set
1 sounds and applying them to read and
write simple words. We will continue
this next half term and even begin to
read and write short captions.
In Maths this term, we have been
looking at the value of numbers up to
10 and then 20. We are practising
counting amounts up to 20 and next
term we will be doing adding and
taking away practically, some may even
begin to do it mentally. We will also
continue to recite forwards from 1 to
at least 20 and backwards from from to
at least 20 to 0.
CHALLENGE- Who can recite forwards
or backwards from any number up to
20?

The children were very eager to get outdoors and explore their new and exciting
garden. We have had lots of visits from little frogs recently and the children
have shown a very considerate and caring side. As well as exploring the outdoor
and indoor environments, this term we have been very busy looking at the signs
of Autumn, hibernation and learning about our school community. We even
learnt all about Pirates after the children had shown a great interest in the
topic. We made maps, eye patches and wanted posters to catch some fearsome
pirates!
Next term we will be just as busy! We will look at specific events such as
Bonfire Night, Diwali and Christmas as well as exploring post offices and the
important role they play in our community. We can’t wait to see what other
interests may arise next term!

Diary Dates
OCTOBER—JANUARY 2020-21
Thursday 22nd October - School closes for Half Term
Monday 2nd November - Return to School
Friday 13th November - Children in Need (Non-uniform; e.g. spots, Pudsey, yellow etc)
Monday 16th November: from 1.00pm-6.20pm - Nursery School Parents’ Evening (via telephone call)
Monday 16th November: from 3.50pm-6.20pm - Reception - Y6 School Parents’ Evening (via telephone call)
Tuesday 17th November: from 3.50pm-6.20pm - Nursery School Parents’ Evening (via telephone call)
Tuesday 17th November: from 1.00pm-6.20pm - Reception - Y6 School Parents’ Evening (via telephone call)
Monday 14th December - Year 1/2 Christmas Party
Tuesday 15th December - Reception/Nursery Christmas Party
Wednesday 16th December - School Christmas Lunch
Wednesday 16th December - Year 3/4 Christmas Party
Thursday 17th December - Year 5/6 Christmas Party
Friday 18th December 2018 - End of Term; School closes for Christmas Holidays
Tuesday 5th January 2019 - Children return to School

As you will understand our annual festivities such as the pantomime, Winter
Wonderland, Carols Around the Tree and KS1 nativity will sadly not be able to go ahead.
We will of course endeavour to make Christmas as special as we can for your children in
these unprecedented times.

